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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 



3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnrient(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) M Information Disclosure Stetement(s) (PTOVSB/OS) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 2/7/05 . 



4) D Inten^iew Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application 
- 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070319 



Application/Control Number: 10/523.851 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 3724 



DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The following guidelines Illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES TO A JOINT RESEARCH AGREEMENT. 

(e) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC. 

(f) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1 ) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(g) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(h) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(i) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(j) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1.821(a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

Drawings 

1 , The drawings are objected to as falling to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: In Fig. 3, item "10". It Is noted that item 10 Is labeled In the Reference 
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Numeral List; liowever, item 10 must be incorporated into the detailed description 
section as well. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "diagonal and 
longitudinal creases", of claim 6, must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
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changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet subniitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1,3,4, and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: On 
lines 3-4 of claim 1 , the phrase "having reinforcing elements that protmde out from the 
plane of the metal sheet, at least one of which is embodied" should be replaced with 
"having a plurality of reinforcing elements that protrude out from the plane of the metal 
sheet, at least one of said plurality of reinforcing elements is embodied". On line 3 of 
claims 4 and 6, the phrase "wherein at least one reinforcing element" should be 
replaced with "wherein another one of said plurality of reinforcing elements". On line 3 
of claim 3, the term "magnesium alloy" needs to be included into the specification to 
prevent antecedent basis issues. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out. and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitations "the plane" on line 3 and "the miter angle" on lines 
6-7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

7. Claims 2 and 5 recites the limitation "the material thickness" on line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. It is also noted that claim 5 does not define what the thickness is and the 
thickness could be interpreted as, using applicant's Fig. 3, a distance from one corner to 
another corner. Also due to lack of definition the height and the thickness could be 
interpreted to represent the same property. 

9. Claim 4 discloses a circumferential collar stmcture that is independent of the 
lateral stop surface stmcture of claim 1 . From the specification, it appears that lateral 
stop surface structure 12 Is part of the circumferential collar structure 6. How can they 
be independent when one (12) makes up the other (6)? 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

1 1 . Claims 1 , 4, and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lewinetal. (6,691.418). 
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In regards to claim 1, Lewin et al. disclose the same Invention including a base 
plate for a power tool (Fig. 8) comprised of a metal sheet having reinforcement 
elements that protrude out from the plane of the metal sheet (Fig. 8), at least one of 
which is in the form of a lateral stop surface (edge surface), having attachment 
elements that protrude out from the plane of the sheet (Fig. 8) and are provided for 
fastening the base plate to the miter angle (20), and the metal sheet is comprised of 
light metal and the entire base plate is embodied in one piece (Fig. 8). 

In regards to claim 4, Lewin et al. disclose wherein one reinforcing element is 
embodied as a circumferential collar (Fig. 8, edge portion). 

In regards to claim 6, Lewin et al. disclose wherein one reinforcing element is 
embodied as a lateral crease (Fig. 8, protruding lateral walls). 

In regards to claims 7 and 8, Lewin et al. disclose connecting elements for an 
angle adjustment (62) and the connecting elements have bores that define a rotation 
axis for the angle adjustment (62 in Fig. 8). 

In regards to claim 9, Lewin et al. disclose a method comprising bending (Fig. 8). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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13. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lewin et 
al. in view of Kondo et al, (7,174.641 ). Lewin et al. discloses the invention but fails to 
disclose the light metal is an aluminum alloy. 

Kondo et al. teach that it is old and well known in the art of power tool base 
plates to incorporate an aluminum alloy (Column 6 line 25). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to have 
provided Lewin et al. with an aluminum alloy base, as taught by Kondo et al., to reduce 
the weight. 

14. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lewin et al. with evidence patent Kondo et al. and applicant's admitted prior art. 
Lewin et al discloses the invention but is silent with respect to thickness dimensions. 
However, it is clear that the thickness of Lewin et al. would be on the same order as the 
claim thickness. On page 6 of the specification, applicant states "stamped components 
typically require material thicknesses of greater than 5mm. However the word "typically" 
allows one to interpret the fact that typical thicknesses are above 5mm but can 3mm. In 
light of this and Kondo et al. clearly discloses that weight of the base plate is an issue, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have clearly reduced the thickness for another way 
of reducing the weight of the base. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a 3mm thickness, since 
it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior 
art. discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In 
re/\//er. 105USPQ233. 
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Conclusion 



1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fuchs et al. ('155), Reich et al., Yoshida et al., Fuchs et al. 
C124), Ngan et al., Wadge, Weber et al. WO 2005/025821. and WO 2004. 060621. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-4:30, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomriation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
March 19. 2007 /l 



Patent Examiner 
Jason Prone 
Art Unit 3724 
T.C. 3700 




